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Attorneys for Plaintiff
THE DEBORAH_RROJECT, INC.

ERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

O COUNTY OF ALAMEDA

THE DEBORAH PROJECT, I é Case No. Z=xwO==2F0O7F
Maryland non-profit corporation,

Petitioner-Plaintiff, OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE,

COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY
\2 %IEF AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF

D,
e

INTRODUCTION

Of‘ PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDATE

HAYWARD UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT,

Respondent-Defendant.

1. Pursuant to Government Code §§ 7920.000 et seq., éoner-Plaintiff The

Deborah Project, Inc. (“Petitioner” or “The Deborah Project”) petitions this court for declaratory
relief and a writ of mandate requiring Respondent Hayward Unified School District
(“Respondent” or “HUSD”) to promptly and substantively respond to requests made by Petitioner
for certain public records and provide responsive records as required under the California Public
Records Act (Gov. Code § 7920.000 et seq.)(“CPRA”). Petitioner also seeks issuance of a writ
under those provisions of the California Constitution securing public access to government

documents and records. See Cal. Const., Art 1 § 3(b)(1).
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NATURE OF THE ACTION

2. This Petition, and the Public Records Act requests enforced by this Petition, are
brought to secure HUSD’s compliance with its duty to publicly disclose documents revealing what
is actually being taught in HUSD’s publicly financed public schools relating to the subject of
Ethnic Studies in general, and about the Jewish commitment to Zionism, and Israeli-Americans, in
particular.

3. HUSD has signed a contract obliging it to pay tens of thousands of dollars of public
money to an entity—the Liberated Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum Consortium (“LESMCC”)—
which promoteﬁﬂ)t

and which also p

aching of a uniquely antisemitic view about the Jewish commitment to Zion,
lé the practice of hiding the teaching of these views from parents, the

public, and any supe sc@)ol employees who might be opposed to the teaching of this view.

On July 28, 2022, a newsp orted that HUSD had contracted to pay $35,395 to LESMCC.!

4, LESMCC’s teachl these subjects is barred by California law: not only by its

general provisions proscribing the te f bias on the basis of nationality, ethnicity and
religion, but also by the specific provision sembly Bill 101, which was adopted in 2021 by
the California legislature, and signed by Gove or om, specifically because it had been

modified to explicitly bar the teaching of the position %\lt the Jewish State which is advocated
by LESMCC. California’s A.B. 101 requires that all Cal pubhc high school students must

have completed at least one three credit ethnic studies course to graduate. Cal Ed. Code

§51225.3. /

3. LESMCC has publicly admitted this fact, and publicly proclaimed its intention to

violate the state-imposed ban on LESMCC’s promotion of this antisemitic material.
6. Thus Cecily Myart-Cruz, an advocate for the use of LESMCC’s materials, stated at

an April 13, 2021, public meeting, that the inclusion of all cultures, ethnicities, nationalities, and

! Gabe Stutman, Hayward schools sign contract with ‘Liberated’ ethnic studies group, J. - THE
JEWISH NEWS OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA (July 28, 2022),
https://jweekly.com/2022/07/28/hayward-schools-sign-contract-with-liberated-ethnic-
studies-group/.

-
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religions in ethnic studies courses is wrong and that “authentic” ethnic studies is “not cultural
diversity” and “not multiculturalism.” Myart-Cruz said then that the curricular material and
position on the content of Ethnic Studies as adopted by the State of California is “not actually
ethnic studies.”

7. At the same session, Theresa Montafio, LESMCC’s Secretary, said that ethnic
studies is not about empowering a// students but only those from the four “racialized” groups
recognized by LESMCC. It explicitly condemns as wrong—and proclaims the need and its
intention to reverse or circumvent—the decision by the government of California to remove
antisemitic andgnti*Zionist material from the Ethnic Studies Curriculum. LESMCC complains in

materials on its &hat California’s government, by stripping those materials and references,

[t]he ESM ic Studies Model Curriculum] that the state Board of
Education ed in March 2021 bears so little relation to the original

draft that every r of the ESMC demanded that their name be
removed.

LESMC Story (https://www.liberate tudles org/lesmc-story.html), attached hereto

as Exhibit A at 4 é

8. LESMCC explicitly teaches that'the ion made by the California government to
alter the ethnic studies curriculum that they drafted sted by “[t]he state’s submission to
rightwing demagogues and lobbyists.” Id. at 5. J ’

9. LESMCC explicitly instructs teachers using its%lum and teaching materials
to hide what they are doing from the public, parents, and School Diétrict supervisors. LESMCC
teaching materials advise teachers to ask themselves: “if you tell [others] about your plans,” is the

b (13

teacher’s “administration likely to be supportive?” if not, teachers are advised that they may well
be “better off trying to fly under the radar.” Teach Palestine?, Exhibit. B at 8.
10. Similarly, LESMCC materials advise teachers to teach Liberated Ethnic Studies in

secret if that is the course most likely to allow such teaching at all: “Be Strategic!” Teach Palestine

2 This material was removed from the LESMCC website some time during 2022, but was
retrieved using the Wayback Machine, a digital archive of the World Wide Web.
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Exhibit. B at 7. Perhaps, LESMC recommends, teachers should take as role models other

9% <6

“educators” “who shut their doors and teach their students liberatory [sic] curriculum.” Teach
Palestine, Exhibit. B at 12.

1. On June 23, 2021, the Hayward Unified School District (HUSD) Board of Trustees
voted unanimously to approve a new Ethnic Studies policy® which, in line with the approach
promoted by LESMCC, puts into the public school curriculum exactly the material whose removal
was mandated by the State of California in A.B. 101. Hayward’s description of its curriculum
states that “[t]he District unequivocally values the inclusion of material particularly in light of the
State’s remov@ e narratives from the CA Model Ethnic Studies Curriculum in 2021.%”

12. Aé fully alleged below, Petitioner has served upon Respondent sets of Public
Record Act requests Qch ng other things, call for the production of documents relating to

actions taken by HUSD and L pursuant to that contract. The above facts make clear that

the terms of the contract b gD and LESMCC,; the formation of that contract; and the
HUSD necessarily has documents rer‘e to Petitioner’s requests.

13.  Alameda County is home t tantial population of Israeli-Americans and a
substantial population of Jewish Americans. T s%ns of California are fully entitled to
ensure that the public schools of this County do not p% bias against them on the basis of their
nationality, ethnicity, or religion. And they are fully entinlznow whether that right is being
fulfilled by the public schools of this County.

14.  As more fully alleged below, Respondent has failed 0 respond to Petitioner’s PRA
requests and has produced absolutely nothing in response to it—thereby preventing Petitioner, and

the public—including the parents of children enrolled in HUSD—from learning what HUSD is

actually teaching on these topics, and whether HUSD is complying with the mandates of

3 Press release, HUSD Board of Trustees vote to approve Ethnic Studies Policy, HUSD (June 25,
2021), available online at https://www.husd.us/pf4/cms2/news_themed
display?id=1624611250631 (archived version at https://web.archive.org/web/
20220115161220/https://www.husd.us/pf4/cms2/news_themed display?id=1624611250631).

* HUSD Ethnic Studies Board Policy, unanimously adopted June 23, 2021, available at
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c9HnygNvHSrusmzEJfRAdSLOOMknvWm8/view.
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California law barring the teaching of antisemitic material and material that discriminates against

Israeli-Americans and against the Jewish commitment to Zion.

PARTIES

15.  Petitioner-Plaintiff The Deborah Project, Inc. is a non-profit, tax-exempt
organization recognized under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and organized
under the laws of the state of Maryland, dedicated to uncovering, publicizing, and dismantling
antisemitic abuses in educational systems.

16. e Dgborah Project is a member of the public under the CPRA, Gov. Code
§ 7920.520.

17. The Dgra ject is beneficially interested in the outcome of these proceedings
and has a clear, present, an ntial right to the relief sought herein and has no adequate
remedy at law apart from that so in this Petition.

18.  Respondent- Defenda ard Unified School District is and at all relevant times
has been a “local agency” as that terrn is in Gov. Code § 7920.510. HUSD operates public
schools in (part of) Alameda County, Californ dent is the legal custodian of the records
at issue in this lawsuit. HUSD maintains its prlmary 1strat1ve offices at 24411 Amador
Street, Hayward, California 94544, is a legal resident of @da County, California, and is
amenable to service of process in Alameda County. @

JURISDICTION AND VENUE /

19. This Court has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to Section 10 of Article VI of
the California Constitution, Code of Civil Procedure sections 1060 and 1085, and Gov. Code
§§ 7923.000 -7923.115.

20.  Venue is proper in this Court as Respondent and the public records at issue are
located within the County of Alameda, and events giving rise to the claims occurred in the County

of Alameda.
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DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE
CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RECORDS ACT

21. The State of California enacted its Public Records Act for the explicit purpose of
increasing freedom of information by giving the public access to information in possession of
public agencies. See CBS, Inc. v. Block, 42 Cal 3d. 646,651 (1986). The California legislature
proclaimed that “[i]mplicit in the democratic process is the notion that government should be
accountable for its actions. In order to verify accountability,” the legislature continued, the public
“must have access to government files. Such access permits checks against the arbitrary exercise
of official powgfanthsecrecy in the political process.” CBS, 42 Cal.3d at 651.

22. T requires that all records “containing information relating to the conduct
of the public’s busineéﬁre d, owned, used, or retained by any state or local agency” must be
made publicly available fo tion and copying upon request, unless those records are exempt

from disclosure. Gov. Code §§ 25(a)-(b); 7920.530. If a Respondent claims that some

documents are exempt from disclosua st disclose all non-exempt material. Gov. Code

§ 792.525. é
23. “All public records are subject @re unless the Legislature has expressly
provided to the contrary.” Sierra Club v Superior OLJW Cal.4™ 157, 165-66 (2013).

24.  If a Respondent claims that any request is etely or in part denied, that must
be in writing and must set forth the names and titles or positio h person responsible for the
denial. Gov. Code §§ 7922.540 (a)-(b).

25. Should the CPRA requestor prevail in litigation, “the court shall award court costs
and attorney fees to the requestor.” Gov. Code §7923.115(a).

26. The California Constitution also guarantees that the records of public agencies be
open to the public. Laws such as the CPRA must be “broadly construed” if it furthers the people’s

right to access and “narrowly construed” if it limits the right of access. Cal. Const. Art. 1,

§3(0)(2).
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FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

27. On January 6, 2023, The Deborah Project sent an email inquiry to Respondent
HUSD, asking to whom a public records inquiry to HUSD should be directed. Later that same day
Hector Garcia, HUSD’s Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment, Educational
Services, responded to The Deborah Project directing: “Inquiries regarding any PRA requests can
be made to our Public Information Director, Michael Bazeley (mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us).” (A
copy of The Deborah Project’s January 6 inquiry and HUSD’s answer from the same date are
attached to this Petition-Complaint as Exhibit “C”.)

28. coyer email dated January 13, 2023, The Deborah Project submitted a written
CPRA request to seeking the disclosure of four (4) categories of public records. Following
Mr. Garcia’s instmctéth RA inquiry was directed to the email address of HUSD’s Public

January 13 cover email and requ ter is attached to this Petition-Complaint as Exhibit “D”.)

Information Director, Mic elei/, at mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us. (A copy of Petitioner’s
29.  Asset forth in the rqu}@er, the requests sought the following documents from
January 1, 2020, until the present: &

a. “All public records relating aching about or preparing to teach about
Israel, Palestine, and/or Pale§ti s in your school district.

b. “Public records sufficient to show@' éntity of all persons responsible for
determining the content of your disri aching materials about or relating
to ethnic studies, Israel, Palestine, and/%alestinians.

c. “All public records relating to the consultatic&w employees of your school

district with any non-school district employees regarding the teaching of or
preparing to teach ethnic studies, Israel, Palestine, and/or the Palestinians.

d. “Documents sufficient to show any compensation or financial consideration
paid or transferred to any entity or individual relating to the development of
materials used in, or consultation services regarding, teaching or training
teachers to teach about Israel, Palestine, and/or the Palestinians.”

30. On February 16, 2023, which was well past the ten day period during which HUSD
was required under the CPRA to respond but had failed to do so, The Deborah Project reached out
to HUSD asking it to confirm receipt of the request and to provide a response. (A copy of The

Deborah Project’s February 16 email is attached to this Petition-Complaint as Exhibit “E”.)

-
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31.  Also on February 16, The Deborah Project received what appears to be an
automatic response from Bazeley to its February 16 follow-up. HUSD’s February 16 email stated:

I will be out of the office on leave into the first week of March. I will check email on
a very limited basis. I encourage you to take advantage of the information below as
I may not respond or a response may be significantly delayed....

For public records requests, please contact Lisa Cote at Icote@husd.k12.ca.us
(A copy of Bazeley’s February 16 response email is attached to this Petition-Complaint as Exhibit
“F”.)
32. ?*at same date, February 16, The Deborah Project sent an email to HUSD’s

designated employg€ Lisa Cote, forwarding its January 13 requests to her. (A copy of The

Deborah Proj ect ry 16 cover email to Cote is attached to this Petition-Complaint as
Exhibit “G”, at 2.) é

33. Cote responde(@e ail on February 16. In her response she wrote: “I will work
with the department that can obtai cords as requested.” (A copy of Cote’s February 16
response email is attached to this Petitioé plaint as Exhibit “G”, at 1.)

email to Cote. (A copy of The Deborah Project’s 24 request letter is attached as Exhibit

35.  Asset forth in The Deborah Project’s Febqgl@CPRA letter (Exhibit I), the

34. On February 24, The Debora ect Eent a revised CPRA request to HUSD via

requests sought the following documents from January 1, 2018, ﬁresent.

a. All public records relating to teaching about, or preparing to teach about, any
of the following: “Ethnic Studies,” “Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,”
“Palestine,” “Palestinians,” “Arabs,” “Arab-Americans”, including but not
limited to all training materials presented and/or distributed to HUSD
teachers and other employees.

b. Public records sufficient to show the identity of all persons responsible in
whole or in part for determining the content of your district’s teaching
materials about or relating to any of the following: “Ethnic Studies,”
»Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” “Palestine,” “Palestinians,” “Arabs” and
“Arab-Americans,” and how those persons were selected for this task,
including any previous connection to and/or knowledge about the field of
ethnic studies.
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c. All public records relating to the consultation by your district and/or
employees of your school district with any non-school district employees
regarding the teaching of or preparing to teach about any of the following:
“Ethnic  Studies,” “Zionists,” “Zionism,” “Israel,” “Palestine,”
“Palestinians,” “Arabs” and “Arab-Americans.”

d. All public records relating to the determination of and any compensation or
financial consideration paid or transferred to any entity or individual relating
to the development of materials used in, or consultation services regarding,
teaching or training teachers to teach about any of the following: “Ethnic
Studies,” “Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” “Palestine,” ‘“Palestinians,”
“Arabs,” and “Arab-Americans.

36. §?Ssbeen more than nine weeks since the delivery to HUSD of Petitioner’s last set
of PRA reque s.%e weeks is shockingly beyond the length of time which a public agency such
as HUSD is require @er the CPRA to respond to a request made pursuant to that Act. The
Deborah Project has recei communication whatsoever from the Hayward United School
District since the one sentence@ ent on its behalf on February 16. The HUSD has neither
informed The Deborah Project wh e records it requested are disclosable; nor, if so, has it
provided an estimated date and time whén tlwe,requested records will be made available, as

required by California Government Code sectfo 922.535.

37.  Aside from having a legal right to nse to its requests, The Deborah Project
has strong reason to believe HUSD has responsive do @s. °

38. The documents referenced in footnotes 1 ra, demonstrate that HUSD
indeed has records responsive to each of the four categories requ@?ncluding but not limited
to: the contract or contracts with LESMCC, any change orders, and payment records; records of
HUSD?’s actual consultation with LESMCC (and any other consultants) including assistance in the
development of lesson plans, curriculum content and source material; records identifying all
persons responsible for determining the content of HUSD’s teaching materials about ethnic
studies, Israel, Zionism, Palestine, and/or the Palestinians; and also including but not limited to

records relating to the curriculum HUSD has developed or bought that teaches about Israel,

Zionism, Palestine, and/or Palestinians, as well as actual course syllabi.
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39.  For the reasons listed above, Hayward Unified School District’s refusal to provide
a timely, substantive response to either the January or the February PRA requests submitted to it
by The Deborah Project constitutes an unlawful and ongoing violation of the California Public
Records Act.
FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
(Writ of Mandate For Violation of Public Records Act,
Cal. Gov’t Code §§ 7920.000 ef seq. (previously codified at §§ 6250 ez seq.))
40.  The Deborah Project incorporates by reference the allegations contained in
paragraphs 1t 9 above as though fully set forth at length herein.
4. T é’% imposes a clear ministerial duty on Hayward Unified School District to
t

determine, within not ore 10 days from receipt of Petitioner’s requests (a 14 day extension
is permitted, but only if th dent requests the extension. HUSD did not bother to ask for an
extension), whether the requests copies of disclosable public records in Hayward Unified

School District’s possession and to pQ notify Petitioner of the determination and the reasons
for the determination. See Cal. Gov’t Cod & .535(a)-(b). The CPRA also imposes a clear
duty on Hayward Unified School District, if it dete s that The Deborah Project’s requests
seek disclosable public records, to specify in its notific ﬁon the estimated date and time when the

[ ]
requested records would be made available. /d.

42.  Hayward Unified School District has failed to % its duties as required by the
CPRA. Specifically, by its ongoing willful refusal to respond substafitively to The Deborah
Project’s initial set of CPRA requests which HUSD received on January 6, 2023, or even to
acknowledge The Deborah Project’s February 24, 2023 requests, to acknowledge that it has
documents responsive to the requests, or to provide the responsive documents (or an estimated
date and time when it would provide them), Respondent has violated the California Constitution,
Art. I, § 3, and the California Public Records Act, Cal. Gov’t Code §§ 7920.000 et seq., and
thereby caused The Deborah Project to file suit to obtain the desired relief.

43, The Deborah Project has an immediate, vital, and beneficial interest in, and right to,

the performance by HUSD of the aforementioned duties. Petitioner has no other plain, speedy, and

-10-
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adequate remedy at law. There are no material issues of fact necessary to the resolution of this
matter that are or can be disputed.

44. Section 10 of Article VI of the California Constitution provides that superior courts
and their judges have original jurisdiction in proceedings for extraordinary relief in the nature of
mandamus, certiorari, and prohibition. California Government Code section 7923.000 permits any
person to institute proceedings for injunctive or declaratory relief or writ of mandate to enforce his
or her right to inspect or to receive a copy of any public record under the CPRA. Code of Civil
Procedure section 1085 authorizes the Court to issue a writ of mandate to Hayward Unified School

District to com gperformance of the aforementioned mandatory duties under the CPRA.

Q

45.  The Debora ject incorporates by reference the allegations contained in

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION

(Dg€laratory Judgment and Injunctive Relief)

paragraphs 1 through 44 above a ¢h fully set forth at length herein.
46.  Anactual controverS)Qj‘between The Deborah Project and Hayward Unified
School District regarding HUSD’s manda ies under the CPRA.

47.  Hayward Unified School Distric¢t’s fagtites to perform its clear duties under the

CPRA is a violation of that statute. }\
. . . . . .
48. The Deborah Project is being irreparably by Hayward Unified School
District’s failure to perform its duties under the CPRA, and T rah Project will continue to

be irreparably harmed unless HUSD is compelled to comply with t@w.
49.  The Deborah Project has no plain, speedy, and adequate remedy at law.
PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, The Deborah Project respectfully prays that this Court:
1. Issue a writ of mandate ordering Hayward Unified School District to provide all
records responsive to Petitioner’s CPRA requests as set forth above;
2. Alternatively, if the Court does not immediately order production of the records

requested, that it order Respondent to show cause why the records should not be released and to

-11-
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prepare a log of withheld records, and that it thereafter issue a writ of mandate and injunction
ordering the requested records to be disclosed;

3. For an Order declaring declarative and injunctive relief, including but not limited to,
declaring that the withheld materials are public records as defined by Government Code section
7920.530, subdivision (a) in that they contain information relating to the conduct of the people’s
business, prepared, owned and retained by Respondent, and are subject to disclosure as writings of
a public agency under Article 1, § 3(b) of the California Constitution, and declaring that Respondent
violated the CPRA by failing to promptly respond to The Deborah Project as it is required by law

ﬁning HUSD to provide the requested records;
d

to so do, and al iling to produce the requested responsive documents to The Deborah Project
and the public; a

4. For a @ Petitioner is the prevailing party in this action;
5. For an awa orney fees and costs to Petitioner pursuant to Government Code
section 7923.115 or any other ap le law;

6. For judgment accordi@?gd
7. For such other and further ﬁ% the Court may deem just and proper.
Dated: May 5, 2023

THE DEBORAH ECT, INC.
[ ]

DEGROOT LEGAL J

Qo -

DAVID A. DEGROOT
Attorneys for Plaintiff
THE DEBORAH PROJECT, INC.
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VERIFICATION
I am an officer of the Petitioner-Plaintiff in the above-entitled action.
I have read the foregoing Petition for Writ of Mandate, or, in the Alternative, Complaint for

Declaratory and Injunctive Relief and know its contents. The same is true of my own knowledge,

Iwccept as to those matters which are therein stated upon information or belief, and as to those

matters, | believe them to be true.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing

is true and corregl.
Exxuén} e Sth day of May 2023, at Penn Valley, Pennsylvania

S
O%

ORU:O\VEN
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Palestine: A Toolkit

Understanding Zionist Backlash \/C)

Given the attacks on tea shng about Palestineg, it's impaortant 1or us as ( [
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teachmg about Palesting, It's Important 1or us os
cduCalors 1o urQano rature of the attacss and where thoy're
coming from. These §
they are led, organized

States and lsrael

Lonism is a nationalist, colonial -o ar from the late 19th century
an, has called for the creation and oxp 10 | 88 & Joewish state in
histonic Palestine by any means nocou.vy& rt for Paestine and
criticism of Isracl's apartheid policies have gr nthe 3% and
Internationally, Zionist organizations have slepped u fforts to
stence discussion of Palestinefisracl in movement cuc:cj‘oneqe

campuses. and now in K12 education

The Anti-Defamation League IADL), the Jewish Community l’(@

Council {JCRC), and Siman Wissanthal's Museum of Tolerance are sor
the most active Zionist organizations fighting against Palestine curriculy

B-03
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OISt organizations iighting agsins! Palestine curnculum
ratiqns have tred Lo position themselves as advocates

and expetts on antibi cation
Both the AT ana tF m of Tolerance have enormous influance in
the construttion end desg Tighe Of what they call anti-blas curnculum

in Calitormia's public sc ' o1, as Zionist organizations, thele
nmary goal s to stunt the d Qt of authentic anti-racist

urnculum 1o ensure an lsaol-frw &sos. Thoy want to provent
teachers and students from malkong cong, ' tween the US and israel

as white settiern states, o aparthewd-era So P4 and the current

apartheid in Istael They also want 1o prevent a€under Ing of
Islamophobia that toveals the connections betw rab tacism,
Klamophobia, and US imperial wars in Sout hwest Asia wovm Africa
Attacks on teachers who bring Palostine In1o thair elassr Rocate
for staft cevelopment on the history of Palestine and srael ysy o the
form of accusations of antisemitism. Zionists argue that any disc

Palestine or cntque of Iurael croatos an “unsafe climate® for Jowish [
students,
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studonts

It’s Important to be cie,

Antisermatism is dscrim AGANSL viokence towardy, or

Critcal pedagogy ak@.r; 's role in Palestine 15 not artisemitic
stavootypos of Jews for non;n Critcism of mwrael's poiicws of

apariheid and appression of Pa Nigls S Not antisemitism

False accusations of antisemitism ogon the contlatiaon of the
State of [Mrael with Jewish lontity are licit grategy of Zianists,
who portroy PalcRinans as motivated Ly antis m Cf Irrational

hatred rathor than resistanceo (o oppression
Zionists claim 1o speak for all Jows, but Zionism i m@lmr‘,

Judaism Growing numbers of Jews are critical of lsra

V4
cotonialism and support teaching Arab-Amencan stu a@
Palestne C)[

Clarns that discussion, or even mention. of Palestine makes
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m@juxusuon O even menuon, of Palesting makes

Classe s Yunsafe” for Jewsh o0 lsrael American students are racist,

Just like claim Ascussion of slavery or Jim Crow rmakes

ClAsSSIooms u v white students, Students are empowered by

cxploring accurate {is Ing bencath rightwing myths to face
what's really going on worla Recogmizing patterns of
continueng colonialicm anc@owg nistory of renstance and
resitionce s freeng for al of u"ﬁ how our youth will be able to

Bulld the relationships and strate SSaly 1O Create a better
world
Safety comes through solicdarity. Antisenmitisey anti-Asian, ant-

Black, anthPalestinian and wlamophaobic atXacks rhetornc —
ISt In avery community, but 1 s fostered a x o by
)

nghtwing movements in the US and around the w Qain
powor by kooping us dividod G

Cr
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rriculum—1L GRTQ history and righte sox
US impenalsmdm litarsm, anti-racist
fesistance, reproductive Just SHRsUCS around planning aren't very
different, You want 1o be a cours educator, but you also want 1o be
strategec and think long-term. Her @m facters to considor

Y031 g

* Are thore other teachers a1 scb

NQUT Urson you can strategize

and collaborate with? Even one or t 21 gachers who will have
your back and help you think things thr hghakes an enormous
difference

Think about who you are and the situation yourk n N ISSues
come up It's nat all equal For example, white priviie@e @S
protection. f you're tenured, you'ro more protected, csm:j f.
you're in a public school and you're in 3 union. Thoso 'ocdr@
gnve you the ability—and the responsibility—to 1aKe Mo rsks @
the right thing

* Who i in your classroom? If your classroom s & mirror and window,
f you're gving students tools that they con see are usaful to theme—
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9 2021 - 9 Aug 2021
o fs your clatsroom? If your classroom is a mirrar and window,

i 1P eving students tools that they can see are useful to them-

theye 9 10 be your strongest allies, especially in mddle and
high sc L Arg e student clubs where progressve students aro
already org

* What sbout pareny members ¢f the community? if
there's o PTA, does t socll pustice teaching? Are parents or
the local community in support of progressao causes that
will make them likely to su work? On the other hand, are

the JCRC, the ADL, the Jewich o@io nd/ot other Zionist
organizotions active and likety to ¢ &b‘o«m" If 50, how can you
build support betore you begin sc you's€in a ¢ g position to
withstand potential attack? ﬂ

¢ 15 the administration like'y to be supportive if el them about
your plans? Of are you better off trying to fiy unde £Lor
growing strong enough as a group to pressure them? ' your
Situation best, but administrators usually hate controvers! o+
lot easier for them 1o say no or INEHItULe & Process that dﬂw,c(
work forever rather than suppoet you maving ‘orward. On the ot
hand, it you have grassroots support and are coing teac hing that
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ized In SUDDOIT Of PDIOQYrossIve CALSHS That

will make them I8! Upport your wark? On the cther hand, are
the JCRC, the ADL, 1 Federation and/or other Zionis:
organizations active and

creaie problems? If so, how can you
build support belore you bvi‘ in a strong position 1o

u'r,
withstand potential attack?
Is the agministration likely 1o be su tuve i you tell them about

your plans? Or are you better off trying t f the radar or

growing strong enough as a group to oressme&m You know your
situation best, but administratocss usually hato

c@om; 50 it's 0
lot casier for them 1o say 00 of institute & Process \fl your

work forever rather than support you moving forwdfa. @n

hand. if you have grassioots support and are doing teachin@ t
your students love, the administralor can soe that they will hJ
probleme if thoy shut you down
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As alw @o« UStice currculum, start by bullding community
in your classroom, tudents need to knowr it's safe for them to

speak from thel tell their stones, be vuinerable, have

feelings. and make m@‘ t your classroom Is a nurturng
place for opening up a ing.
0

Think carefully as you crea
students’ ives WHat issues ar nant for them? Mow can

urriculum, Start with your

you connect Palesting? You might ter gentrification and
forced relocation, criminakzation of oghip-hop as resistance.
Maybe you want to take a deep dive into TWe Nat can history
In your area and connect that to settier colon Palestine

Take advantage of resources and curriculum that sfeagegxist. See
the resources st at the end of this toolkit 0 °
Integrate Palestineg into your curriculum o it'snot & 'J |
add-on” but an illuminating comparson. A few examples |
continuing colonial control on water resources at the US/Mex
border and in Caza, using statistics to look at forced removals in your
city and East Jerusalem, impact of ideclogy comparng Manifest
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e vem—

@o your curriculum soit's not 8 “multicultural
add-on”™ but an ¥

inati Romparison A few examples: impac: of
ater resources at the US/Mexico
p@s tg loak at forcod romovals in your

ology comparing Manifest

continung colordal co
border and in Gaza, using
city and East Jerusalem, im
Destiny to the Promised Land, ¢ ry history and the
struggles 1o resurface those histoe

Then make sure you can justify your cu@ wigh your state

standards.
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avir wiair R e Wb ratedethiiesouties.org el palestine ) o

Lsaminces
2 A 200 )

NMar JOJ2

Organiz& Yglur School! Organize Your District!

There have always bechrwv 0 shut thelr doors and teach thelr
stodents lberatory curricyl an incrodiby important contribution
10 the emotona health of our uur@ & the struggle o racial and

" osocl justice, Many of us Lrace our 5:0. back to one of those

teachers. Other teachers are Intereste 1209 on & schoolvwide
districtwide, statewide or national level O

If you're inMmerested in broader crganizing o ,{' tignal setting, o will
DE IMPOrtant 10 Croate A SuPPOrt system for thas -@0 important
collective work. Losato a space to be visible, encoura W angder,
SUMEgIZe and De your autheatc selves Make sure you hax f

activiern and hoaling on your school site, i your union and w-uw‘

COMIMANIty O °
Never take o0 this work alone; make time to meet wiath others on a’(@

Dasss 1o colloctively sirategae your plans for education and action. Many O
Unions have acial pustice and/or human nghts comm ttees already actively [

engaged in issucs ke Defunding the Police, Black Lives Matter, Imrmegrant
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16 Mae 2022

tke Defunding the Police, Black Lives Matter, Immigrant
Rights and otWr st causes. Connect with these union activists.

You may want to form a Py
help in educating unonX 2rs and passing ‘mportant initlatives in

support of Palestine. However ! ting racial justice or hurman rights
committee is open to explicit s f Palestine, a separate caucus may

o atfinity cavcus. Forming a caucus will

not be necessary, Q
Either way, croate a spaceo inside your d within the union to

engage in this critcal work Remember, ILis rgyk to educate Often
oven your most seasoned activists are not well® on the subject of
Palestine or prepared for Zionist backlash. Build c¥fnmu ke

Inevitably, you will need to engage with activists outsige w on to
SUPPOrt, co-sponsor, engage in mutualy supportive propczs@ Yo

help one ancther negotiate the treacherous waters of white su

The community can belp you with resources, pedagogical tools, and

SOCUre PeopRle to assint in your endeavors. Community Is important, [ I
whether you are organizing in your classroom, your school site, in the
union, or in the district. Community members engaged in this work are

L | BSEREY I
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SECUTe PRopie 10 asss endeavor

union, or in the detrict. Com e
unafraid, expenenced, kncwieoqe

fram joining with community memb

with resources, pedagogical 100ls, and help

s Community is important,

t classroom, your school site, in the

mbers engeged in this work are
 the level of solidarity and unity
5 | spirit-uplifung and

awesome. Always remember, you e no

‘A .
%
Cr
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N an encrmous shift in the landscape for teachors

who want to include P, @ In their curiculum. In California, attacks by
Zionist and other rig ganizations on the nchusion of Arab
Armerican studies—and NG PPalesune—in the CA Ethnee Studies

Model Curriculum (ESMC) h e 3 spotbght on Palestine and
importance of including it in elhm@iox curriculum. Many educstors

whao have taught ethnic studies for hout thinking about Arab

American history are reflecting on thelr ¢ I Iearning new contant,
and making revisions. Discuss/ons about th ogical importance of
comparing and contrasting settler colonialism Y6 the d Palestine have

been central to that process. Tho vicious attacks th 0qQI=Ie any mention
of Palestine with antisemitism have pushed teachers, d districts
Lo undersiand that honest discussion of Israel's role in the @

jon of
Palestinians is not antisemitism ‘)G

Another factor has boon the shift in public oginion in lighn of Israel's L)[
2021 bombing attacks on Gaza, their etforts te forcibly expel ongtime
Palestinian residents of Sheikh Jarrah and Silwan in Jersualern, and their




a0 RS/ fwww liber Mtedethnics tudies.oeg/ teach -palestined him

§ San 2021

a5 been the shift in puble opinion in light of rael's May
ks an Gaza, thoir efforts 16 forcibly oxpol longtime
Palestinian rew 3 of ZRgikh Jarrah and Sitwan in Jersualom, and their
violent suppression nan resistance. Evon media as blindly loyal to
Israel 0s the New York Jve carned front page stories on the children
murdered by Israell bomb némd home demolitions in Silwan As the

wiolonce dominated the news.! nts pushed thes teachers to explain

what was happening, and 10 max@ 101 Classroom discussion of the
ISSUeS ?

S0 We are Lo0ing an upsurge In intorest in 10 9 a t ond teaching
Palestine, often within an cthnic studies framework. sSame ume,
2)0NI5S 3re OIGaNIZIing to polce curriculum on Pa) brw often try to
solate and attack individual teachers 1o scare other ed 504\6%

That’s not a reason Not to teach 0bout Palestine, just as au&l X
Lives Matter in Schools st 3 /eason not 1o teach Black history. Te; c?
the truth about the history of the US is a liberatory act, for teachers a {
students. Teaching the truth about Palestine is also a Iboratory act, for
toachars and far studonts. It'e a solitical decksion. But. as much as oossibie
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teachers and for students. it p.al decislon. But, 85 much as possible,

you want 10 be strategic. The I your anti-racist teaching to be
sustainable, andtobepartefal ent This &5 a road we're
making by walking, but this toglkit brief framework for thinking

Cr

about how to appreach teaching about a%
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S Oct 2023
A Few Resdurces

Understanding Z
ADL I Not An Ally: A
Jowssh Voice for Peace.,
Sokolower, Jody. "Pramaoting TBngtiaie Aot Education to End Hate,”
Mondoweiss, Septormber 29, 2028

niernational Jewish Anti-Zonist Net Buginess of Backlash: The

nd Zionist OrganizationsiLop the AUL Tho

* ach to Zicriem.*

Attack on the Falestinian Movement an ovements for Justice

2005

“Jowish Educators Say Yos to Liberatory Ethnic %ﬂlcbvﬁhl
Curriculum Resources ﬁ

Uberated Ethni Studies Model Curiiculum Insttute
Visualzing Palestine 101 C

Micdle East Children's Alliance. Teach Palestine Projoct °
USs Campaign for Palestinian Rights Together We Rise: F’s‘!‘?‘.“ﬁ’?‘l.‘!@

Model of Resistance O
"Arab American Studies. Palestine, and the Fight for Ethnie Studies® [

{webinar)
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From

Subject:
Date:
To:

: Garcia, Hector hgarcia@husd.k12.ca.us
Re: Public Records Act (PRA) Request
January 6, 2023 at 2:59 PM

Tiye Wisdom twisdom@deborahproject.org

Hi Mr. Wisdom,

Inquiries regarding any PRA requests can be made to our Public Information Director, Michael
Bazeley (mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us).

Thanks,

Hector
Hayward Unified School District

Hector Garcia
Director of Curricu?;struction and Assessment, Educational Services

24411 Amador Stre

Hayward, CA 9454
T510.784.2618

www.husd.us 0
a O a
- 60
On Fri, Jan 6, 2023 at 11:38 AM Tiye Wisdom é@ deborahproject.org> wrote:
Hello,

My name is Tiye Wisdom. | am a looking for someo{bet i.n contact with pertaining to
a Public Records Act (PRA) Request. Please forward m ‘}e best point of contact
regarding this matter. C)

Thank you, O]

Tiye Wisdom

C-01
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Friday, January 13, 2023
To:
Hayward Unified School District
24411 Amador Street
Hayward, CA 94544

Subject: Public Records Act (PRA) Request for Hayward Unified School District
To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to the Califgkria Public Records Act (Government Code Section 6250 et seq.).
| hereby request lesOf the records identified below from January 1, 2020, to the
present, and that th sent to the email address in the signature block below:

+ All public records relatQ’?@cing about or preparing to teach about Israel,

Palestine, and/or Palestini our school district.

+ Public records sufficient to sho identity of all persons responsible for determining
the content of your district’s teachi gerials about or relating to ethnic studies,
Israel, Palestine, and/or the Palestini

+ All public records relating to the consultatl mponees of your school district with
any non-school district employees regarding ea ing of or preparing to teach
ethnic studies, Israel, Palestine, and/or the Pale

+ Documents sufficient to show any compensation or fm@l consideration paid or
transferred to any entity or individual relating to the develq t of materials used in,

or consultation services regarding, teaching or training teache teach about Israel,
Palestine, and/or the Palestinians. Z(

As required by law, please provide a resolution to this request within ten days of your
receipt of this letter.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Lovi Lowenthal Mawrcus; Esq.
lorilowenthalmarcus @deborahproject.org
The Deborah Project

P.O.Box 212

Merion Station, PA 19066

D-01
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From: Tiye Wisdom twisdom@deborahproject.org &
Subject: Public Records Request
Date: February 16, 2023 at 11:14 AM
To: mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us

Good Morning,

I'd like to confirm that you received the letter attached to this email that was previously
sent on January 13, 2023.

Thank you,

Tiye Wisdom
Administrative Assi.
The Deborah Projéct

From: Tiye Wisdom

Sent: Friday, January 13, 202 M

To: mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us <m ley@husd.k12.ca.us>

Subject: From the Desk of Lori Loweé Marcus, Esqg.: Public Records Request

v

Good Afternoon, Of.

My name is Tiye Wisdom, and | am the administr, assistant at Deborah Project. We are
requesting public records for the items attached tofthe | r in this email. The requested
documents can be returned to our Legal Director, Loriggow€nthal Marcus, via email at
lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org. The public re must be obtained within ten days
of receiving this letter to move forward with the request on °

If you have any questions regarding this request, please get in to%h Lori Lowenthal Marcus
directly at the contact information listed above and in the letter. [

Thank you for your time and assistance.

Sincerely,

Tiye Wisdom
Administrative Assistant
The Deborah Project

E-01
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From: Bazeley, Michael mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us
Subject: | am unavailable Re: Public Records Request
Date: February 16, 2023 at 11:14 AM
To: twisdom@deborahproject.org

Greetings,

I will be out of the office on leave into the first week of March. |

will check email on a very limited basis. | encourage you to take
advantage of the information below as | may not respond or a response
may be significantly delayed.

For issues related to internal communications (newsletters, etc.),

social media, or media relations, please reach out to Lauren McDermott
at Im117@husd.us.

For issues related toxthe district or school web sites, please contact
Daniel Calvo at dc husd.us.

For issues regardin s or Peachjar, please contact Ruth Valencia
at rv235@husd.us.

For public records requests contact Lisa Cote at Icote@husd.us
Thanks, C)ﬁ

Michael

__ ‘?«5 2

Michael Bazeley

Director, Public Information and Governmental Relatlon O

*Hayward Unified School District* J

24411 Amador Street %
510-784-2617 [

Hayward, CA 94544

www.husd.us
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From

Subject:
Date:
To:

: Tiye Wisdom twisdom@deborahproject.org &
Fw: Public Records Request

February 16, 2023 at 11:18 AM

Icote@husd.us

Good Morning,

| previously sent a public records request on January 13, 2023, to Michael Bazeley. |
reached out to follow up on the request and | received an email directing me to send all
public records request to this email. Please confirm receipt of this request.

We are requesting public records for the items attached to the letter in this email. The
requested documents can be returned to our Legal Director, Lori Lowenthal Marcus, via
email at lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org.

If you have any c@:ns regarding this request, please get in touch with Lori Lowenthal
Marcus directly 3 thefContact information listed above and in the letter.

Thank you for your tim@d assistance.

Sincerely, OC)
Tiye Wisdom f‘
Administrative Assistant Q

The Deborah Project 6 :

From: Tiye Wisdom <twisdom@deborahproject.org> f‘ .

Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2023 11:14 AM J
To: mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us <mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us> C)

Subject: Public Records Request
I'd like to confirm that you received the letter attached to this email that was previously
sent on January 13, 2023.

Good Morning,

Thank you,

Tiye Wisdom
Administrative Assistant
The Deborah Project

G-01
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From: Tiye Wisdom

Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 2:56 PM

To: mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us <mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us>

Subject: From the Desk of Lori Lowenthal Marcus, Esq.: Public Records Request

Good Afternoon,

My name is Tiye Wisdom, and | am the administrative assistant at Deborah Project. We are
requesting public records for the items attached to the letter in this email. The requested
documents can be returned to our Legal Director, Lori Lowenthal Marcus, via email at
lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org. The public records must be obtained within ten days
of receiving this letter to move forward with the request on time.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please get in touch with Lori Lowenthal Marcus
directly at the contaét imformation listed above and in the letter.

Thank you for your ti assistance.

Sincerely, O

Tiye Wisdom

Administrative Assistant :f‘;

The Deborah Project é

Hayward Unified O ¢

School...RA.pdf G
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From: Tiye Wisdom twisdom@deborahproject.org &
Subject: Re: Fw: Public Records Request
Date: February 24, 2023 at 1:36 PM
To: Cote, Lisa Icote@husd.k12.ca.us
Cc: Lori Marcus lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org

Good Afternoon,
Please see the letter attached to this email. In addition, if you have any questions regarding this
request, please contact our Legal Director, Lori Lowenthal Marcus, via email at

lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org.

Thank you for your time and assistance.

Tiye Wisdom é

Administrative Assista @
The Deborah Project

From: Cote, Lisa <lcote@husd.k1 é
Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2023 1

To: Tiye Wisdom <tW|sdom@deborahpr
Subject: Re: Fw: Public Records Request

Good Morning, 6

Thank you for your email. I will work with the d@ﬁftment that can obtain the

records as requested. J

On Thu, Feb 16, 2023 at 8:18 AM Tiye Wisdom <twisdom@deborahpgdject.org> wrote:
Good Morning,

Sincerely,

Thank You.

| previously sent a public records request on January 13, 2023, to Michael Bazeley. |
reached out to follow up on the request and | received an email directing me to send all
public records request to this email. Please confirm receipt of this request.

We are requesting public records for the items attached to the letter in this email. The
requested documents can be returned to our Legal Director, Lori Lowenthal Marcus, via
email at |lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please get in touch with Lori Lowenthal
Marcus directly at the contact information listed above and in the letter.

H-01
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Thank you for your time and assistance.

Sincerely,

Tiye Wisdom
Administrative Assistant
The Deborah Project

From: Tiye Wisdom <twisdom@deborahproject.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2023 11:14 AM

To: mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us <mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us>
Subject: Public R s Request

Good Morning,

I'd like to confirm that yo ived the letter attached to this email that was previously
sent on January 13, 2023:

Thank you, 6
Tiye Wisdom é
Administrative Assistant A

The Deborah Project

%.
From: Tiye Wisdom C)

Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 2:56 PM 0
To: mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us <mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us> (
Subject: From the Desk of Lori Lowenthal Marcus, Esq.: Public Records Request

Good Afternoon,

My name is Tiye Wisdom, and | am the administrative assistant at Deborah Project. We are
requesting public records for the items attached to the letter in this email. The requested
documents can be returned to our Legal Director, Lori Lowenthal Marcus, via email at
lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org. The public records must be obtained within ten
days of receiving this letter to move forward with the request on time.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please get in touch with Lori Lowenthal
Marcus directly at the contact information listed above and in the letter.

Thank you for your time and assistance.

H-02
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Sincerely,

Tiye Wisdom
Administrative Assistant
The Deborah Project

Hayward Unified School District

Lisa M. Cote
Coordinator of Benefitgpand Risk Management

24411 Amador Street
Hayward, CA 94544

T 510.784.2600 ext. 72

www.husd.us O
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Friday, February 24, 2023
To:
Hayward Unified School District
24411 Amador Street
Hayward, CA 94544

Subject: California Public Records Act Requests for Hayward Unified School District
Dear Ms. Lisa Cote,

Pursuant to the California Public Records Act (“CPRA”), Cal Gov't Code §§ 7920.000 et seq.
(previously codified at §§ 6250.00 et seq). The Deborah Project requests of the Hayward Unified
School District production of all responsive disclosable public documents within the categories
defined below. }}

An earlier set of requesfs r the CPRA was sent to you on January 13, 2023, and The Deborah
Project sent to you a follové email on February 16. We verified in phone calls that you are the

appropriate individuals to rece@requests and Ms. Lisa Cote confirmed receipt of that set of
requests. However, your school t has failed to respond to our January 13, 2023 Request in

any way. The refined set of requests@) supplants the ones sent on January 13, 2023.

Please provide copies of the records |dent|@below from January 1, 2018 to the present:

e All public records relating to teaching about ing to teach about, any of the following:
“Ethnic Studies,” “Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel, Palestinians,” “Arabs,” “Arab-
Americans”, including but not limited to all training m twresented and/or distributed to
HUSD teachers and other employees.

| ” ll an

¢ Public records sufficient to show the identity of all persons rQ |bIe in whole or in part for
determining the content of your district’s teaching materials s.b? relating to any of the
following: “Ethnic Studies,” “Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” “Palesti (;Ba stinians,” “Arabs”
and “Arab-Americans,” and how those persons were selected for thi j ncluding any
previous connection to and/or knowledge about the field of ethnic studies.

« All public records relating to the consultation by your district and/or employees of your school
district with any non-school district employees regarding the teaching of or preparing to teach
about any of the following: “Ethnic Studies,” “Zionists,” “Zionism,” “Israel,” “Palestine,”
“Palestinians,” “Arabs” and “Arab-Americans.”

e All public records relating to the determination of and any compensation or financial
consideration paid or transferred to any entity or individual relating to the development of
materials used in, or consultation services regarding, teaching or training teachers to teach
about any of the following: “Ethnic Studies,” “Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” “Palestine,”
“Palestinians,” “Arabs,” and “Arab-Americans.”

”

1-01



Please note that under the CPRA, the definition of “all public records” includes
“any writing containing information relating to the conduct of the public’s business
prepared, owned, used, or retained by any state or local agency regardless of physical
forms or contacts,” §7920.530.

And “writing” is defined as:
“means any handwriting, typewriting, printing, photostating, photocopying, transmitting
by electronic mail or facsimile, and every other means of recording upon any tangible
thing any form of communication or representation, including letters, words, pictures,
sounds, or symbols or combinations thereof, and any record thereby created, regardless
of the manner in which the record has been stored.” §7920.540.

Please also note thw he Deborah Project is seeking the production of individual persons’
names and titles wheére vant, we are not seeking home or personal telephone numbers,
social security numbers, @er personal identifying information, the disclosure of which would

constitute an invasion of pfivacy.

As required by law, please provi onse to this request within ten days of your receipt of
this letter.

Thank you for your time and attention to t ter.

Sincerely, Q

Lori Lowenthal Marcus, Esq.
lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org A
Legal Director f‘
The Deborah Project O
P.0.Box 212 J

[ )
Merion Station, PA 19066 C)

Cr
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